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Dear Friends,
Arts4All Florida was delighted to honor our 40th
anniversary this year with friends, colleagues, and
program participants past and present through a
year-long celebration! From virtual and in-person
exhibitions to virtual musical performances to interviews
with some of our most dear collaborators, Arts4All Florida
celebrated 40 years of programs and partnerships. The
celebration culminated with two weeks of master classes,
outreach events, and performances in Tampa and Miami.
Turn to page 13 to learn more or visit:
https://arts4allflorida.org/40th%20Anniversary.html.
Thank you for your ongoing support over these 40 years
and into the next 40 years!

Jennifer Sabo, Executive Director
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Sharing the Arts throughout Florida

94%

21,400

people from 54
counties (including 16
rural counties) were
directly served through
330 in-person and virtual
programs.

67 teaching artists were hired to teach
programs and classes, injecting

$258,382

into Florida’s economy.

of teachers felt the
residency art lessons
helped most or almost
all students increase
their willingness to try
new things.

Artist in Residence Programs
Residencies addressed an average
of 10.5 Florida Standards. Along
with art standards,
• 93% of residencies included
standards in Special Skills
• 90% included standards in
Language Arts
• 74% included standards in
Mathematics.
Residencies met the
National Core Art
Standards, with 91% of
teachers saying
students conveyed
meaning through
artistic work and 87%
saying students
analyzed or evaluated
their own or others’
artistic work.

1,397

Arts4All Florida served
students with and without disabilities
plus 397 teachers and parents through
119 artist in residence programs
during the 2021-2022 school year.

Arts4All Florida served 1,397
students with and without disabilities plus 397 teachers and
parents through 119 artist in
residence programs during the
2021-2022 school year.

Where Everyone gets to Participate

119

Residencies were rendered
virtually and in-person throughout
the state, focusing on movement,
visual art, theater and music.

“All my students were
active and engaged and
LOVED the sessions!!!
One student that usually
missed school always
tried to be present on
dates of sessions.”
Classroom Teacher Hendry County

“One of my students who is very
quiet and has limited communication
really came out of her shell during
this experience. She was able to
retain information from the lessons
from one week to the next and
became a leader in the class. I could
not be happier with the program. It
went above and beyond my
expectations and was an enjoyable
experience for my students and
myself.“
Classroom Teacher - Martin County

Partnering with Museums and
“It was excellent collaborating with the artist.
Several students came out of their shell and really
blossomed because of this. Their social skills and
self confidence markedly improved. It was a
tremendously impactful experience for them.
Classroom Teacher - Pinellas County

12
20

Museum partnerships were held
throughout the state, introducing students
to artists and their work and inspiring 		
them to create their own artwork.
Performance residencies were 		
conducted culminating in a video
showcase of their new skills.

“I learned right alongside my students. One student who
is very shy and hesitates to participate was very involved
and enthusiastic about playing the drums, maracas, and
dancing! The whole experience was a success. I was
concerned about the limitations of a virtual experience, but
the artist and the whole experience exceeded my
expectations. The students were very engaged and
enjoyed the whole program. They also learned a lot.”
Classroom Teacher - Miami Dade County

Performing Centers across the State

“It was a wonderful experience for all. One student
who has difficulty following directions and keeping
pace due to an intellectual disability would say ‘mine
isn’t that good’ referring to the finished product the
first few times we did it. He was apprehensive and
judgemental and anxious. By the fourth session he
was smiling and confident and proud of his work.”
Classroom Teacher - Monroe County

“This experience opened my
eyes to being able to
incorporate the use of music to
learn about Florida facts. I also
realized that I should
incorporate more visual
supports for my students,
especially when teaching new
vocabulary words.”
Classroom teacher - Clay County

Getting Techie at Animation and
			IPad Music Camp

Like many other organizations who had to switch
to online programming during the height of the
pandemic, Arts4All Florida’s Animation Gets
Real Summer Camp was hosted on Zoom
the past two years.
Now in its ninth year, we returned to in-person
classes for two of our three camp weeks! Our
full-day summer camp offered 62 students
with autism and related disabilities a rich anime
experience as teens developed computer
animation and digital music making skills like
none other.
“My child loved this program. The
teacher is great. I did not know that
he can draw. It helped him practice
to follow directions and be creative.
I hope they will continue sponsoring
this program for the summer. Thank
you for affording my child this
opportunity.”
Camp Parent, Broward County

Reaching Out to the Community

“I loved that my boys would able to use their love
of art and learn about something that I didn’t even
know.”
“The instructors were very engaging and patient

with my child as they explained the different
techniques needed to learn the skill for the
projects that were taught.”

Outreach Class Parents

Arts4All Florida
engaged with families
across the State in a
variety of outreach
events. This year, we
partnered with
museums, cultural
organizations,
and local
festivals to bring
inclusive arts
programming to more
than 9,000
participants.

Spotlight on Young Artists

7
very talented teens
were selected as
our 2021-2022
Florida Young
Performers
winners.
This competition
seeks to identify talented artists with a disability, ages
14-26, to encourage and support the likelihood for a
successful career in the arts. Two to three students in
each category are selected from a pool of applicants
through a strict adjudication process facilitated by
experts in music, dance, and theatre.
Our 2021-2022 Winners are:
Katrina Novack
Adam Vuong
Lawrence Carter
Carson Monticello
Grace Steigerwald Rebecca O’Slacky
James Williams

To encourage their
professional development,
this year’s Florida Young
Performer winners have
been paired with a
professional artist from their
same field, in a one-to-one
mentorship opportunity.

Student of the Month Winners

18

students with disabilities
were recognized for their
outstanding artistry,
personal growth and
leadership in the arts
during the 2021-2022
Student of the Month
program.

Winners were:
Jonathan Moore
Erin Baumann
Malachi Richards
Aidan Wilson

Anne Moore
Chevy Whitehead
Gaetano Esposito
Hans Kang
Isaac Vazquez-Cruz
Joeson Tang
Jose Suarez
Kay Richardson
Max Lemus
Miria Mendez
Valentina Elias
Xyanne Jackson
Zane Ziglar
Calvin McCray

Adult Artists with Disabilities

Through the generous support of the Florida Department of
State - Division of Arts and Culture and the National Endowment
for the Arts, Arts4All Florida continues to develop showcase
opportunities for adult artists with disabilities. In-person exhibitions
afforded opportunities for

67

artists at all stages of
their development,
representing 123 works
of art. An estimated
4,900 people viewed the
artwork in person.

a Wealth of Talent!

Exhibitions have opened the door to strengthen and
monetize the skills of these artists. Visual, performing,
and literary artists have been selected for paid
appearances, for conducting remote studios and
workshops, and for special projects.
We were especially proud when Mr. B, in the genre of Outsider Art, recently had one of his
paintings included in the exhibition An Irresistible Urge to Create at the Tampa Museum of Art.
He also had the honor of having that painting, Untitled, used as the cover
image for the opening reception invitations.
This year gave rise to two new exciting adult artists ventures.
Nature: The Great Inspiration, was a competition entered by 25
artists to secure one of 15 featured art illustration spots in an Arts4All
Florida adult coloring book. Selected artists were compensated for
their work and the book is available through multiple sources.The
Arts4All Collective, an online marketplace, currently features
11 artists and allows people to purchase quality reproductions of
artwork www.art4allcollective.com.
Creating the highly anticipated 2022 Artist Calendar continued
through our partnership with Regions Bank. Twenty-three adult artists
with disabilities submitted 34 pieces to the contest and 13 pieces were
selected for the calendar. These calendars are
distributed throughout Regions Banks’
Southeast market.

From Backstage to Center Stage
Arts4All Florida was honored to host
“From Backstage to Center Stage:
A Celebration of 40 Years of
Access and Inclusion in the Arts”,
a series of professional development
opportunities, performances, and
workshops by and for artists with
disabilities who have participated in
our programs over the years.
Arts4All Florida invited back eight
professional artists with disabilities:
Scott MacIntryre, the American Idol
singer/songwriter alum; Luca
“Lazylez” Patuelli, founder of
ILL-Abilities breakdance champions;
Antoine Hunter and Zahna Simon
from the Urban Jazz Dance
Company; actress Zazel Chavah
O’Garra, founder of the ZCO/Dance
Project in New York City; acclaimed
choreographer Marc Brew; and our
very own Matt Weihmuller, Tampa
Bay area saxophonist/jazz band
instructor at the Patel Conservatory of
the Arts. Anita Hollander also
participated through video
performance.
“From Backstage to Center Stage: A Celebration of 40
Years of Access and Inclusion in the Arts” served 1,517
people through 17 in-person programs in Tampa and Miami,
as well as people from across the state (and country) with
293 people watching the finale performance virtually on
Facebook and YouTube.

Arts4All Florida’s
40th Anniversary
Celebration!
“The experience was extremely inspiring and
meaningful to me. I felt as though I grew as a
person and performer through all of the
collaboration with everyone. I have gained
new friends, enjoyed working together with
other disabled musicians and formed bonds
that I hope will stay with me for a long while.
The experience impacted me both personally
and professionally, as I hope to build upon my
new connections I made. What a life altering
experience to meet someone like myself with
a similar disability and be able to collaborate
to make a successful performance.”

“I believe now, because of this master class, that it is very
doable to create a classroom for everyone regardless of
disabilities. I learned a lot about how to teach students with
a visual impairment. It was really touching hearing their
hearts about what a difference it made for them having
teachers that believed in them and what did/didn’t help them
in their experiences.”

Accessible Arts Instruction for All

534

teachers, teaching artists, and cultural
organization staff and volunteers attended 39
webinars and virtual trainings. These trainings
focused on preparing arts educators and
cultural organizations to better include people with
disabilities in arts classes and cultural activities.

34,984 students are estimated to
have benefited indirectly from our
trainings and webinars!
89% of training participants
reported in the end of year
evaluation that the training helped
them plan accessible and/or
inclusive lessons.

94%

of training participants felt the tips and
techniques learned in the training increased
engagement for students with disabilities.

A few of the comments from
our training participants
“Excellent suggestions/methods to help
students feel comfortable expressing
themselves through poetry”.
“Excellent job giving us projects and then
helping us tweek them and pushed us out of
our comfort zone. Thank YOU all!”
“This was fabulous! I highly reccomend this to
everyone wishing to know about VR & AR!”

“I enjoyed Lee’s examples about how to set students in
distress at ease, how to maintain safe and respectful
boundaries for all, and options for exploring personal
growth through the arts.”
“Great webinar! I want to see more!”
“Sandy is very knowledgeable, friendly, and well-prepared.
This is one of the best Zoom trainings I have attended.
Thank you.”
“I loved learning about different types of poetry. I also loved
learning ways to integrate poetry into my everyday work.”

Count me in, I would love to help!
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Thank you for your contribution! Arts4All Florida is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and your
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Thank you to our 2021-2022
Sponsors and Funders!

Arts4All Florida is supported in part by an American Rescue Plan Act grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts to support general operating expenses in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Available in alternative formats.
For more information contact:
Jennifer Sabo at jsabo@usf.edu
arts4allflorida.org

